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MODERN MOTORHOMES

DECLARE YOUR
FREEDOM.
Fundamental change — it’s the beating pulse of every revolution,
paving unchartered roads for new ideas to be conceived.
The American Revolution, the epitome of luxury redefined.

America has never once imported luxury in the form
of a motor coach. Here at American Coach, we’re
especially proud of this luxury distinction. Innovation
runs in our blood, craftsmanship streams through
our pores and patriotism drives our all-American
designs. Come discover our American story, one
of innovation in a world of elite luxury. America’s
Find your Revolution at AmericanCoach.com

freedom is calling. Let our luxury move you.
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On The CoverEditor’s note:
On the cover this month is
a shot of Cape Flattery, near
Neah Bay, WA. This spot has
been on our bucket list since
Abby was a pup- perhaps
even before. We live in Florida- what better than
to cross the entire country and view this incredible
site? I am told that it is only this clear maybe 20 days
out of any year- we really lucked out, and enjoyed it
immensely! This completes our tour to the 4 cornersnow on to the next tag in the bucket list…. Wish us
luck. The webguy….
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THE MARK OF A BETTER DRIVING EXPERIENCE .

When you own a luxury motorcoach that displays this emblem,
you know you’re getting the premium RV driving experience.
At Freightliner Custom Chassis, we developed UltraSteer as the first
line of tag axles that are fully-integrated and precision-tuned to
react to turns and other maneuvers of the coach.
When used with FCCC’s ZF IFS front suspension and compared to a competitor’s
chassis (on a fixed tag), UltraSteer delivers up to 17% reduction in curb-to-curb
turning radius— the tightest turns in the industry. And, because the rear tires
follow the ideal 12º turning path, UltraSteer eliminates costly “tire scrub” wear.

REDUCTION

CURB-TO-CURB
RADIUS

UltraSteer is available with a straight beam axle suspension (B Series),
or with independent suspension (I Series). In both cases, you can
be proud to drive a luxury RV that shares a heritage of engineering
excellence with Mercedes-Benz and the entire Daimler Family.

Look for the UltraSteer emblem on your next premium coach.

freightlinerchassis.com
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[ President’s Letter ]
Hello again. I trust everyone’s summer so far has been nothing
short of fun and memorable. I would like to open by saying
thank you to National V.P. Bob Carani, Chapter Presidents Barbara Weeks and Allen Meek, along with all their member volunteers for helping make our Shawnee National Rally happen.
On a business level, we had several of REV management personnel on site to present an overview of the corporate life and
direction. Among those in attendance were Steve Heim, who
not only led the discussion but also reinforced REV group’s
personal admiration for our organization and specifically our
annual Scholarship Foundation program.
Steve went on to announce that our line, the American Coach
production line, has been moved to a different build location
in Decatur. All tag axle coach production now takes place at
the Winchester Road facility. I am informed that most of this
production is of American Coaches. Hopefully in the future, a
dedicated line for American Coach production will once again
become a reality.
During Shawnee, an entirely new product line was revealed, the
American Patriot! The Patriot is an American Coach Branded,
Mercedes Benz chassis, dual wheel class B coach that to me
contains the luxury amenities we would expect. During our
travels, we reviewed two units, one at Shawnee and the other
at Indianapolis. The target audience for this is twofold. One,
the younger buyer doesn’t yet have the desire to enter the 42-45
foot market and two, the seasoned owner, who may prefer to
no longer drive a large bus. Take a look at the attached photos.
Personally I see this as an opportunity.

Tony Ford

ACA National President

Also announced at this event was the establishment of a new
dealer in Seattle, Washington named Maple Grove.
Giff Akins, Service Manager, provided all gathered with an
update on the new REV Service centers that are not only operational, but also in the final stages of breaking ground. As a side
note, I had the opportunity to tour and experience the newly
remodeled Decatur Technical Center (service) and found it to
be extremely comfortable and well thought out.
Greg Biazo, Parts Manager, was in attendance as was Mindy
Fox, Designer, Janeen Gerke, REV sales coordinator, Dave
Denalora, Western Region sales manager.
I am really grateful for their support and encouragement.
Bob Hurley R.V. was the chosen sales team for Shawnee and
their personnel were nothing but gracious and friendly to all.
On the way west after Shawnee and Indy (FMCA) I and Southwest Chapter President Fred Sotelo arrived at the Colorado
State Fairgrounds for a site visit.
Finally, as promised, I would like to inform you of what your
board has been discussing. First, in Shawnee, I explained that it
is important for us as an organization, to have a succession plan
in place for those positions that keep us functioning on a routine basis. Appointed positions such as membership, magazine
layout and production as well as our website, ambassador, etc.
None of this is intended to foster any change, it is simply to
keep things as seamless as possible in the event of some unforeseen circumstance.
I would like to announce to you, and congratulate Albert Rivera
for being appointed interim National Treasurer. This position
is critical. Prior to Albert being appointed, the position was
held on an interim basis by Brianne Brissette. I want to thank
Brianne for her work. Brianne was unable to continue as her
AC A AC RO S S A M ERI C A - Sep t emb er - Oc tob er 2017
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[ Vice President’s Letter ]
Greetings everyone! Here it is September---where has
summer gone? Kathy and I hope you had a great time
this summer travelling in your home on wheels. We hope
that you were able to spend time with family and friends
and see this beautiful country of ours thru the windows
of your American Coach!
The 2017 ACA National Rally, Shawnee Jamboree, is in
the history books! I’ve written another article that is in
this magazine giving an update of that rally. Now our eyes
are focused on the 2018 ACA National Rally. Mark your
calendar…. Plan to join us!!!....
As I write this article, the past few months seem to be a
blur! Kathy and I did a lot….and had a great time doing
it! June was spent getting ready for Shawnee. In July, after
a few maintenance items on the coach, we headed to the
FMCA rally in Indianapolis. There we caught up with
the FMCA American Coach Chapter folks for several
days of fun and entertainment.
As I indicated in my July letter, Kathy and I intend to
visit all chapters during my term. We start that Journey
in September with our visit to the Great Lakes Chapter.
In November, we will visit the Northeast Regional Rally
and in January, the Southeast Regional Rally. Since we
winter in Florida, we will plan on visiting other areas
in the east as we make our trek back to Chicago in the
April/May timeframe. As we plan our summer travel,
we will make plans to visit chapters along the way, given
their events and our travel plans coincide. We’ve always
gone to Florida for the winter. Maybe 2018 is our time
to winter in the west instead of the east! Any information
you can provide me would be greatly appreciated. I hear
the South Central and South West parts of our country
are beautiful in the winter.
I’m very honored to be serving as your Vice President! As
I’ve said previously, and will continue to say, We (Tony
& I) are here to serve you! Please send us your thoughts,
comments (good or bad) and ideas. You have our email
addresses and our phone numbers. We respond to both!
This is “your” organization and we need your input to
help us make it better!
Kathy and I wish you safe travels and good health.
Until next time!
Bob Carani, ACA National Vice President
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Presidents letter cont’d
full time book keeping duties at RC Construction (et al.) is
becoming even more demanding. Both of these appointments were made by a vote of the board without objection.
Secondly, in a separate meeting, the board participated in our
annual financial review process. This was a dedicated meeting
and it involved an accounting review from an independent
C.P.A. firm. This process resulted in two main revelations.
First, after each National and Regional Rally, closing budgets
from those events should be forwarded to the review process
in order to answer the multitude of questions that arise each
year.
Our balance sheet remains healthy and has changed little,
even though since 2014, your board has been underwriting
National and Regional Rallies as well as paying our ongoing
operational expenses such as insurance, magazine
production, etc.
Finally your board of directors held an urgent meeting regarding our planned 2018 National Rally in Pueblo, Colorado.
Please take a moment and read the 2018 Pueblo Update
article in this issue.
Well I hope I have explained things well enough
for now. Respectfully,
Tony Ford, National President

Bob Carani
ACA National
Vice-President

ACA Scholarship Foundation AWARDS
By Bill Dettmer
On June 7th Kip and Bill Dettmer traveled
to Decatur to present the ACA Foundation
Scholarship awards of $1,000 to ten students of
REV employees. These students were selected
by a committee of Foundation members from
seventeen applications.

Andrew Hammond will pursue computer
software engineering. He plans to use the
scholarship when ne attends the university.
Destiny McCroskey is headed for a degree
in elementary education. She said that our
generosity will go towards covering a portion of
the costs of her schooling.

This is a photo of seven of the students flanked
by Johnny Hernandez on the left and Kip and Bill
Dettmer on the right.

Colin McHugh will study nursing. He stated
that the scholarship will help lighten his
financial burden.

Below is a listing of the scholarship awardees,
their course of future studies, and the comments
they included in their thank you letters.

Brennen Rheinhart is planning for a degree in
accounting.

Randi Bebout is interested in a degree in
accounting. She said that the award will lighten
her financial burden.
Sarah Bleeke will be studying art therapy and
youth ministries. She said that the scholarship is
greatly appreciated and very helpful.

Caitlyn Stukenborg will study business. She
plans to use the scholarship money to help pay
college tuition and fees.
Andrew Wiseheart will pursue construction
management. He stated that the award will be
very helpful in his time of growth as he takes
the next step in his life.

Mackinzee Dunning is headed for a degree in
elementary education.
Joshua Durham is looking to a degree in
electrical engineering. He plans to use the
money to fund his education.
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[ Chapter News ]
Northeast
Is this really our NE newsletter for September/October?
Where is the summer going? Ours started off with a
two week stay in Colorado. We stayed at a gorgeous
state park in Firestone, near Boulder, and Longmont
called St. Vrain. Sites are huge and well spaced, most
along one of their many ponds, perfect for fishing,
kayaking, bird watching, or just taking it all in; also a
perfect spot for entertaining our grandkids for 2 weeks,
age 3 and 6.
We were kept busy helping out with day camp commutes and playing, but so worth it! From there we
headed to the National in Shawnee, OK. Again, so
worth the trip! The rally was fantastic, the area very different than what we are used to on the east coast, and of
course great friends to be with! We did leave early to get
to our son’s in Indiana, but happy we could be there to
represent the NE Chapter.
We missed out on the final night, and the Scholarship
Fund basket raffle, all the baskets were over flowing with
goodies and beautifully done! On to Boonville, Indiana,
where we stayed at a county park named Scales Lake, a
little diamond in the rough.
5 minutes from the park, in the rain, we hit a detour
around a county road bridge…didn’t have to unhitch,
but cruising down a dirt road, single width, with a pond
5 feet from the door was a bit of a white knuckling
experience. When we got to the park Jack had to wash
off the dirt, yes….we were caught, but allowed to finish.
Not a great welcome!
Our members are keeping busy, Brenda Anderson is still working on “doll clothes” for the new little
ones in their family while James hides in the garage
working on his ’61 Pontiac, in between picking black
and blue berries for Brenda’s breakfast!
Jennifer and Jerry Goergen spend their weekends at
Sunnybrook in MI, right now Jennifer is exploring Italy,
Montenegro, and Croatia with their daughter. 3 ½
weeks of fabulous, in Jen’s words, and her pics show it!
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Moorefields are getting ready to hit the road since
Terry’s Mom is finished her treatments and doing better.
They will be heading to TN for an eclipse party, then
host the 40 Mile Point Lighthouse in Rogers City, MI.
The following is from one of our members we have yet
to meet, but I loved her enthusiastic blurb:
We completed the one-year of ownership mark at the
end of June in our ’16 Revolution, and happily were
able to cross off the bucket list- actually buying our
dream rig AND attending the Daytona 500. We had a
fantastic fence-line spot and a film crew used our location to tape some footage for an upcoming documentary. (so our Revolution is now famous, and she’s offering
free tire-print autographs for anyone interested, LOL!).
Also, just installed some aftermarket LED lights under
all the slides, so she’ll light up in any color under the
rainbow – you won’t miss us wherever we go! Or better
yet – we’ll be able to easily find her if we’ve been out
too long having fun. We’ll squeeze every ounce of good
camping weather we can out of the Fall, and soon will
be dreaming of warmer camping weather again to get us
through the winter months.
We are both very envious (a.k.a. insanely jealous) of all
the retirees reading this and dream of the day we can
join the official Snowbird ranks! Lorraine Nuovo-Grab
Next for NE is our Bath, NY rally in the Finger
Lake region in September, which I will have pics and
follow up in our next article, and our Regional Rally in
the Keys, at Big Pine Key, Florida-- November 9-13 are
the dates for the fun! Plus you can stay 3 days prior/
after at the same rally rate!
You won’t want to miss this one….the Keys in November is such a great time, beat the crowds!! Registration
can be found on line.
Safe travels- and keep your
eyes open…you never know who
you may run into along the way!!
Claudia Rutherford, NE Chapter
President

[ Chapter News ]
Great Lakes
For those of you who missed the ACA National in
Shawnee…well, you missed a fun rally. The super
friendly Southeast Chapter invited us to join them for
a pre-rally and, as usual, they epitomized that Southern hospitality. Thank you Southeast. We saw some
beautiful 2018 coaches and Randy Hendricks and his
ace technicians were there to keep our coaches in tip
top condition. You can find Bob Carani’s entire rally
summary elsewhere in this issue. We welcomed three
new couples to GLC – Jack & Phyllis Burr, Dave &
Ann Laudick, and Mike & Linda Wilson. All super
additions to our GLC family. While in Shawnee, we
also enjoyed the premier performance of a new singing
group – Diane DeMille and her Twisted Sisters, Laura
Cooper, Pat Seguin, Phyllis Burr and Ann Laudick.
Hopefully, we’ll get an instant replay next year.
We did receive some bad news/good news in July. Dave
& Kathy Ehrhardt (Dave was formerly GLC president
before they became SOB’s (some other brand)) were involved in a terrible accident on I-80 near Ogallala, Nebraska. After being forced off the road by a semi, their
coach rolled over and both coach and car were totaled.
After a brief hospital stay and recuperation at their son’s
home in Denver, Dave & Kathy are now back home in
The Villages, Florida. Dave’s already thinking about his
next coach, but Kathy isn’t ready to commit yet. We’re
just happy both are alive and well.

In July, Pat & Debby Branigan hosted a fun chapter
rally at the FMCA Campground in Cincinnati. I’d like
to have a buck for every pound gained at this one! We
enjoyed Cincinnati’s famous Skyline Chili, baby back
ribs at Montgomery Inn (we’re lucky there were any
left after Jerry Goergen polished off two huge orders of
ribs), delicious Graeter’s ice cream, and comfort food
served family style at an 1860’s schoolhouse turned restaurant. We spent most of a day at Findlay Market in
downtown Cincy. It’s one of the oldest farmer’s markets
in this part of the USA. So many foods and so delicious; heck, I even found Amaretto Fudge – a very rare
delicacy normally found only in Frankenmuth, Michigan. Thanks, Branigans, for your hospitality – it was so
worth all this extra exercising.
In a few weeks, GLC will be heading to Port Clinton in
northern Ohio along the shores of Lake Erie for a chapter rally hosted by Charles and Diana Schmidt. We’re
looking forward to some cooler weather and some beautiful scenery. We plan to take the ferry to Put-in-Bay
one day to check out a winery and the largest horseshoe
bar you’ve ever seen. As usual, there will be more to do
than time allows, but whatever we do, it’s bound to be
fun. I’ll have a full report in the next issue.
In the meantime, on behalf of the Great Lakes Chapter,
we wish all of you many miles of good health, good
friendships, peace and love.
Bev DeAngelis

Solutions To Your
Motor Coach Needs
Full Service RV Repair

Kevin Mallory
419-852-0791

See You at
the next rally!

CruisingAmericaRV@frontier.com

715 S. Sugar St. • Celina, Ohio 45822

Cruisingamericarvserviceco.com
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[ Chapter News ]
Southern California
I have lots to report from our very active, RV traveling,
Southern and Northern Cal group. First off, a report
from our Shawnee experience. We had a large and
fun contingency of caravaners traveling from SoCal to
Shawnee: Becky and I; Pat & Gary Adams; Scott & Sue
Rose; Joe & Debbie Darby; Gene & Rosalie Owens;
Loretta & Jerry Scott; Erling & Sue Pohls; Tony & Sue
Ford; Fred & Stella Sotello, and Leslie & Sal Speziale.
Along the way Tom Jordahl and his daughter Brenda
Carel joined us. We made our way steadily across each
state and celebrated each evening with either dinner,
refreshments, and always plenty of laughs. Once we
arrived at Shawnee, we were happy to see Linda & Del
Eaton, our SoCal members from Missouri! It was so
great to reconnect. Also joining us in Shawnee: Glenn
& Jeannine Caldwell; John & Dwayla Carr; Glen &
Debbie Tilley; Roy & Phyllis Nichols; and Myrna &
Paul Lazzatera, Ben & Beverly Petty and Jerry & Norma
Dunn left California earlier, making their way to the
Dunn’s son and daughter-in-law’s small farm near Lancaster, Ohio. While parked under their massive barn,
they enjoyed counting lambs (they raise them), petting
their donkey, relocating pheasant and quail from their
enclosures to larger enclosures, and catching fish in their
small lake (or large pond, depending upon how you
look at it). It’s really like Disneyland for grownups and
everyone had a great time! From there Ben & Beverly
took off to Quantico, VA while Jerry & Norma stayed
at the farm for 2 weeks. Eventually the 2 couples
met up west of Nashville and made their way to
Shawnee together.
The caravaners arrived in Shawnee and had 2 nice days
relaxing. Sadly Pat Adams received some sad news that
her mother had taken a turn for the worse and Pat was
needed at home immediately. Pat got on a plane the
next oh so early morning, and made it home in time to
hold her mom’s hand as she transitioned to her next adventure. This changed plans for Becky and I, Gary, of
course, and Gene and Rosalie Owens…Pat’s best friend.
We made the decision to leave the next day, drive 3 long
days, and be home to lend support to Pat during this
difficult time and attend the services for her mom, Shirley Williams. We were able to do that without incident.
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But with that I can’t really report on the end of the
rally. I will say the days we were there the rally was
run very well and we very much enjoyed it.
The report from the rest of SoCal, NorCal, and
Southwest members who attended the rest of the rally
reported a good time at Shawnee. The weather was
very cooperative, the new coaches were beautiful, including the new first-ever Class B diesel motorhome,
the entertainment was fun, and the Ladies’ Luncheon
was one of the best. Entertainer/Comedian/Singer
Johnny Counterfeit for the evening of the grand
finale left us all wanting more! And, oh! Those fabulous gas and diesel prices! A fuel station just out of
the gates from the Expo Center sold diesel for $1.95/
gallon. Music to our wallets!
From Shawnee our group split off in different directions. Tony Ford led a group, the long way, to the
FMCA National Rally in Indianapolis, IN to support Charlie Adcock as he passed the gavel to a new
FMCA President. Along the way they visited Gus’s
World Famous Fried Chicken in Memphis (my favorite Chicken ever) (the Dunn’s & Petty’s stopped there
on their way in to Shawnee), the Grand Ole Opry in
Nashville, Louisville Slugger Museum, Makers Mark,
and, of course, our beloved Decatur, IN and their
new, beautiful service center.
More stories are yet to come from our members, but
I’ll save that for next time. In the meantime, we
have several upcoming rallies including a rally near
the Ronald Reagan Library and a rally at the beautiful Chula Vista Resort. Check out the dates in the
magazine and if you are in the area, please join us!
Travel Safe and remember enjoy the journey
and it’s all about the fun!
Bob and Becky Clapper
SoCal ACA President

[ Chapter News ]
Southeast
I hope this issue finds you enjoying travelling in your American Coach! We recently returned to Mississippi following
our summer adventures, our travels took us as far north as
Michigan, as far South as Texas, Virginia Beach to the east,
and Oklahoma to the west. We are going to stay still for a
month or so but are already looking forward to our return to
Florida in September!
We had a wonderful time at the Shawnee Jamboree. Thanks
goes out to the Great Lakes, Missouri Valley and the South
Central Chapters for all their efforts! During the rally Southeast’s own Roger Davis and Larry Hornsby provided a very
entertaining evening.
Southeast had a great pre-rally at Shawnee and I want to
thank Doug & Jan Thompson along with Bruce & Bobbi
Marschall for coordinating three evening and three morning
social hours with meals. It seems that with southeast, the
pre-rally starts when the second coach arrives! Southeast is
going to have a very active rally season and there have been
two additional rallies added to our schedule!
In November, we will be in the Keys for the northeast regional. November is a wonderful time to visit the Keys, the
summer crowds are gone and the snowbirds have not arrived.
Register and be eligible for up to four early and four late days
at a remarkably low rally rate! Registration details available at
www.myamericancoach.com
Our popular Christmas rally held at the award-winning Sun
N Fun resort in Sarasota has new hosts for 2017. Terry &
Belinda Moorefield, Wendy Gaynor and Dave & Ann Laudick, along with Grover & Mary Ann Felch have been making plans for this rally for months and I am positive this will
be a wonderful time. Registration details available at www.
myamericancoach.com
Registrations for the Seventh Annual Eastern Regional Rally
at Lazydays in January 2018 are ahead of where we were last
year. Registration is even easier for 2018 as it can be done on
line at www.southeastaca.net and there is no immediate cost.
This rally includes four nights at the Lazydays RV campground, catered meals and entertainment.
Southeast will attend the 2018 Florida RV Supershow as a
group immediately following the regional rally at Lazydays.
Thirty-two southeast coaches attended the Supershow in
January 2017 and the response was very positive! We will
park together, have daily social hours and take advantage of

all the Supershow should offer! Details can be found on the
Florida Recreational Vehicle Association (FRVTA) web page
http://www.frvta.org/show/florida-rv-supershow/ . Registration must be made through the FRVTA and should be available in mid-August, please note that this event sells out fast,
the 2017 rally was sold out in less than two months. When
you register, please tell them you are with SEACA.
New to our rally schedule is an opportunity to visit Disney
in February 2018 with our “Southeast adventure at Fort
Wilderness”. This is something that has been discussed
for several years and Windsor and Pamela Anderson have
stepped forward to make it happen! There are thirty sites reserved, and the details on how to register are available on the
southeast chapter’s web site. Windsor and Pamela are already
working on a list of fun things to do that will not require a
park ticket. Fort Wilderness is expensive, but during the
time of our adventure- will be the lowest cost of the year.
Our Rally coordinator, Doug Thompson is putting the
finishing touches on our April rally at St. Augustine. This
is a “destination” rally, held at the highly rated Compass
RV Park, the closest campground to downtown St. Augustine. A shuttle provides transportation to and from the
campground to the “Old Town Trolley” route. Registration
available at www.southeastaca.net
Our webmaster, Keith Landers has made remarkable changes
in southeast communications. Almost all our rally registrations and membership transactions are now completed from
the southeast web site. Keith also sends out our newsletters
and rally updates, all via e-mail and has started our Facebook
page that I encourage you to visit and “like”. The Southeast
Facebook page is at www.facebook.com/Southeastaca
Welcome to Southeast’s newest members! Bill Buck, Venice,
FL, Wayne & Di’Ane Cook, Gautier, MS, Craig Dewhurst,
St. Augustine, FL, Doug & Nancy Fleming, Cedar Point,
NC, Ron & Janet Geneau Bristol, CT, Christine Gibson,
Beverly Hills, FL, Todd & Crystal Henderson, Orlando,
FL, Cynthia Hopkins, New Port Richey, FL, Tracy & Becky
Lemaster, Brooksville, FL, Dave & Donna Maier, Lutz, FL,
Stephen Robins, Ruskin, FL, Warren Sanofsky, North Port,
FL, J.Scott & Susan Whelchel, Murrells Point, SC.
Ray and I feel very fortunate to be a
part of this chapter and we hope to see
you soon!
Pauline Shea
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[ Chapter News ]
NorCal/NorWest
What do you do when your mind says go and your
body says hold on their buddy, we aren’t going
anywhere. Well that very thing happened to me.
No trip to Shawnee, New Mexico, Texas or for that
matter, anywhere outside of sunny California. Health
derailed our travel plans this year and forced us to be
close to home.
Thanks to my trustee co-pilot she suggested that I take
my meds like a good boy and go to the beach and sit in
the sun and just relax. So, being the “perfect husband”
I listened to my wife and did just that. So, what if a
one-day drive took me two days, we finally made it and
I am pleased to say the sun and fresh sea breezes did me
good. We were still able to spend time with our Granddaughter and my mother for some quality family time
at the beach. I spent most of my time on small walks
and plenty of time reading while the wife and granddaughter went shopping and played on the beach.
If you are ever in the area I highly recommend my favorite beach spot, that being “Port San Luis”. It’s a first
come first serve campground but if you pick the right
time you can find a spot.
http://www.portsanluis.com
A big shout out to all our new members, as we continue
to grow. Since October of 2016 we have added nine
families to our chapter.
Don’t forget about the upcoming first annual “Clam
Bake” being held October 15-19 at Winchester Bay RV
Park in Winchester Bay, Oregon.
As always check out our website at: http://www.norcalnorwest.com for all the latest information.
Hopefully fuel prices will continue to remain low,
your favorite destination available,
you have clear skies and smooth
sailing and the bugs come off the
front of your coach with ease.
Skip Dieter
President
NorCal/NorWest
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Southwest
The Shawnee rally was a great experience for all
who attended. We now focus our efforts on the
2018 rally to be put on by the board. Our first
choice was the Pueblo, Colorado fairgrounds but
the Fords and Sotelos paid that venue a visit and
it was found wanting to say the least. So now we
our seeking another venue so that the next national
rally will be a most memorable one. The Southwest
chapter has drawn the responsibility of parking for
that rally.
I encourage all Southwest chapter members to make
the effort to attend the 2018 rally. Our chapter’s
representation at the Shawnee rally was not what
we would have liked. Hopefully we can improve on
that next year.
Stella and I are in Colorado enjoying the mild
summer weather, although we have had plenty of
rain this week. It’s nice to have a break from the
hot and humid weather we encountered travelling
through the states of Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas and Oklahoma.
It made us appreciate the dry heat of Phoenix.
Have a great and safe rest of the summer and the
rest of the year. We hope to see you all very soon.
Fred and Stella

South Central
Good morning ACA! We are dealing with a lot of rain
and storms in our south central area..tornados in Oklahoma, floods in Texas and Louisiana. I guess we are in that
summer pattern of heat and rain. This will pass just make
sure you’re safe in inclement weather. We’ve had several
members of our chapter on the road doing their summer
trips and having a great time, we always pray for their safe
travels.
Our travels have been limited to the RV park down the
street from the medical center in Houston. The coach has
really come in handy and saved us hours of back and forth
highway travel. It blows me away to see how many people
are using their RVs as temporary home while receiving
medical treatment. Robin and Myrna Fagala just put their
coach back in the RV garage after a seven month stay in
hospitals in Oklahoma getting a liver transplant. He is doing great! So not only do the coaches carry us to fun and
entertaining places they come in mighty handy in time of
need. I know we appreciate the “rallying around” Vicki
and I in our battle with cancer. All is looking good and
we are winning the fight!
Speaking of “rallying around” we need to help and support
our president Tony Ford; vice president, Bob Carani; secretary, Pat Adams; and treasurer, Brianne Brissette. They
work to improve our organization. Remember, they are
volunteers too. Tony has said “Please keep the suggestions
coming and let your fellow members know that I work for
you and am completely open to suggestions”

Mac Pack
Well summer is half over and the coach hasn’t been
out of the garage since we came back from Arizona
in April. The good news is we’ll be off to Canada
for most of August to visit friends and do some
sightseeing. Our first stop will be Dearborn so we
can check out the Ford museum and factory before
heading across the border. Our final stop before
heading home will be Niagara Falls.
The last time we were at the falls we had a 26’
GMC motorhome, I’m sure lots has changed since
then. Once we get home we’ll have just enough
time to get ready for MacPack’s fall rally in
Charleston. Then it will be time to perform the
annual maintenance tasks on the coach before
heading to Arizona for the winter.
MacPack’s fall rally in Charleston is coming
together nicely and promises to be another great
event. The agenda includes a cookout, a boat tour
of Charleston’s harbor, dinner at a local seafood
restaurant and of course plenty of social times with
old and new friends.
Hope to see everyone there.
Sincerely,
Larry Thomas

As we prepare for our fall rally in Vidalia, LA. and look for
a place for our Christmas rally thoughts of mild temperatures are welcome. We also look forward to enjoying time
with our newest members. Hopefully our eight newest
members will be able to join us.
Remember to volunteer every chance you get and thank
those who do. Also remember our service men and women. Rally around those less fortunate than we are especially those
members with health concerns.
God bless you and God bless
America.
Allen Meek,
South Central President
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[ Chapter News ]
Missouri Valley
The 2017 National rally, Shawnee Jamboree is over and
was enjoyed by over 230 happy campers. Missouri Valley was in charge of the food. I only heard compliments
for which I am thankful. Droffs, inc. the catering company- did an excellent job.
Missouri Valley Chapter had six coaches in attendance.
A seventh, Darrel and Connie Hubble from Jefferson
City, MO encountered trouble with their coach and did
not make it. We all dread that happening while traveling. Out of our six, two coaches were first timers. They
are: Harold and Marcia Stone from Jackson, MO and
Gary and Brenda Nash from Bolivar, MO. In addition
former President Jim and Donna Catron (and Abby),
James and Hil Monahan and Gary and Barb Park
completed our group. We enjoyed the fellowship of our
“bonus friends.”
Since Shawnee- I am no longer the entire Board of
Directors of Missouri Valley. In a meeting Jim Catron
nominated Gary Park as Vice-President, he agreed
to serve and was unanimously elected. WELCOME
GARY!! However I whispered to him “thank you” and
that I was still the boss.

RV
Insurance

The Campbell Group understands the RV lifestyle and
your insurance needs for motor homes and companion
auto. With our team of experts, you can be sure you are
getting the best coverage at the best value. Your coach
may be expensive, but your insurance needn’t be.
• We represent top insurers.
• Discounts available in most states.
• Our experienced agents deliver first class service.
• Coverage is tailored for motor homes and their owners.
• Licensed across the United States, we offer:

Home • Motorcycle • Auto • Boat • Umbrella
A Division of

Contact us to see if you qualify!

800-748-0351
www.thecampbellgrp.com

Until we meet again,
Barbara Weeks,
President Missouri Valley

RVing FuseSwitch™
SMI Braking Systems
Blue Ox Towing Systems Quality L.E.D Bulbs
UL52 L.E.D. Light Strips, Install Kits, Dimmers

877-266-5398 Rob Lowe
www.RV-PartsPlus.com
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FURNITURE, TV UPGRADES, FLOORING, SHADES, CUSTOM CABINETRY & MORE! HASSLE-FREE MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE.
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Shawnee Jamboree RECAP
The 2017 ACA National Rally, The Shawnee Jamboree is in the history books.
108 American Coaches gathered in Shawnee, Oklahoma from June 19th through the 23rd for the 2017 ACA
National Rally. The rally fee included breakfasts, dinners, entertainment, vendors, seminars and more. The
Ladies had a wonderful luncheon and our golfers spent a great day on the Shawnee Country Club Golf Course.
The weather could have been just a tad cooler as temperatures hovered in the upper 90’s to low 100’s. But a
constant breeze and low humidity made most of the days tolerable.
68 of the 108 coaches were on site on June 16th for the South Central, Southeast and Great Lakes pre-rallies.
That meant our crack parking team headed up by Tony Todd of South Central had to jump into action early
to park these arrivals. They did a great job in very hot temperatures. Thanks for a job well done! Pre-rallies
utilized 2 of the large seminar rooms in the conference center for their morning breakfasts and evening happy
hours and dinners. These pre rally activities were almost as good as the rally itself----almost!
The rally site coordinator has a big challenge to find a facility that will fit all our needs.
The Oklahoma Expo Center did just that! It was a great facility to host this event. Offering 350 full hook-up
50amp sites. After a few early electrical issues, things settled down and we eased into having fun. We utilized
one main building for all of our meals, seminars, entertainment and vendors. Attendees could relax in air conditioned comfort. Expo employees could not have been more accommodating and were very responsive to our
needs.
The onsite caterer, Droffet’s, prepared great dinners and breakfasts for us and again, was very responsive to
our suggestions or requests. As in all rallies of this size there were a few hick-ups. Our guests took forever to
get served at our first nights heavy hor d’oeuvres.
Note for future rallies: Round tables don’t work for a group this size! But that was remedied the next night
when the buffet line was reconfigured and all 250 guests were thru the line in 15 minutes!
Two nights of entertainment were scheduled with a comedian the first night. He hit the mark with some, but
not so much with others. Our Karaoke night with our own Larry Hornsby and Roger Davis kept us all entertained and spawned some new talent amongst our ACA family.
Fred Sotelo of Southwest, the new group of “The Twisted Sisters” from Great Lakes and Mr. Aqua Hot himself, Lloyd DeGerald, shared their vocal talents with us! On our last evening Johnny Counterfit entertained us.
Johnny has a talent of being able to mimic singers with a little humor thrown in. And if you closed your eyes,
as he mimicked Johnny Cash, Willie Nelson or Frank Sinatra, you really thought you were listening to the real
person! He even got Dean Martin’s hick-up right.
Our ACA store was outfitted with the latest in ACA/REV apparel. And it must have been a hit. I was there when
they unloaded the inventory and was there when they packed up the little bit that was left!
We had raffle prizes at the evening dinners and our 50/50 drawing for the Scholarship fund on the last evening.
Bob Hurley RV from Tulsa, Oklahoma provided some great raffle prizes for our attendees. On the last night,
they raffled off a bicycle that was won by Phyllis Burr, South Central and Great Lakes Chapters member. Charlie
Adcock won a wagon and said that he was going to wheel Gloria around in it. Fasten your seat belt girl! Other
prizes included a gas fired grill, 2 ACA Chairs and 2 collapsible chairs from REV. We also raffled off a donated
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quilt from our Mobile Wash Vendor and 3-$50 gift certificates from our Mobile Lube Vendor for service work
done onsite. Hearthside Grove provided two gift certificates; one for a 5 night stay, one for a four night stay.
Thank you all for your donations.
Speaking of Bob Hurley RV…….what a great group of people! They had 8 show coaches for our viewing pleasure. They were a joy to talk with and spend time with. They sponsored our first night gathering and provided
raffle prizes to boot. If ever in the Tulsa area, or interested in a new American Coach, give them a shout. They
will be pleased to sharpen their pencil and work with you to put you into a new American Coach. Thank you
Bob Hurley for your participation in our rally!

The last night of the rally, we passed out an evaluation form and asked for your comments. I’m not going to go
into the finite detail of those comments, but trust that “everything” you said has been shared with the board.
We will consider those comments as we plan for our next rally. Tony and I want and need your input. Please
contact us either by email or phone. We will always answer! Also let your Chapter Presidents know your
thoughts.
Of the 108 coaches in attendance, 76 or 67%, completed the survey.
The following are the survey results:
Category		

# of Responses

Excellent

Good

OK

Poor

Facilities			

72		

34

29

7

2

Seminars			

36		

1

26

8

1

Vendors			

30		

1

10

17

2

Food				

69		

35

22

11

1

Ladies Luncheon		

35		

21

14

0

0

Golf				

5		

1

2

2

0

Entertainment			

27		

7 		

4

4

12

Comments ranged from: loved the facility to it was a terrible facility. Food was excellent, to mediocre at best.
There was consensus that the comedian was not so good. We needed more vendors for women and we needed a place for games. Use our members for seminars and forums. And REV needs to stick around to talk with
us! These are just a few of the comments.
We lost several vendors due to FMA cancelling their rally which was scheduled 10 days before ours. Some had
scheduling conflicts and others felt our low attendance was not cost effective for them to attend. We originally
had 17 scheduled but lost a few along the way, with one dropping out just 2 days before the start of our rally
due to health issues.
I had personal conversations with several vendors that echoed the same comments…..”if you don’t have
150-200 coaches it isn’t worth it for me to come”. The members want the vendors, but the vendors want the
members!
South Central Chapter provided all of the decorations for the rally. From the table decorations that were made
to size, to the stage floral arrangements and the Tee Pee’s that were in front of the stage. All were hand made.
What wonderful work. Thank you!
AC A AC RO S S A M ERI C A - Sep t emb er - Oc tob er 2017
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Our crack ACA Service Team was onsite to take care of
our needs….and that they did. Randy and the crew were
very busy from morning to night taking care of us.

Note the flags! A constant breeze.

We discovered we have a ton of talent amongst our ACA family. Karaoke night brought out our finest.
Our own Larry Hornsby and Roger Davis provided us with great karaoke entertainment:

Fred Sotelo of the Southwest Area did his rendition of
Elvis Presley’s “I’ll Have a Blue Christmas”, but sung
as Porky The Pig! Ya had to be there folks!

The Great Lakes Chapter Group, “Twisted Sisters” with Larry and Roger.
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Again this year the chapters prepared gift
baskets for the Scholarship Fund raffle.

Johnny Counterfeit entertained us on
our last night.

And after a long day of fun and frolic, many chapters gathered to reminisce about the day.
We can only be successful with your participation. As we look forward to the next national rally, I encourage your input
and participation in our planning process. This is your Association and we want to meet and exceed your expectations
at the next rally. Since it will be a Board rally, please contact your Chapter Presidents, Tony or myself with your thoughts
and ideas. We need and want that input! Also, please volunteer to work on one of the many committees we will have.
It’s not hard, you learn a lot and you have fun doing it!
To the chapter members of Great Lakes, Missouri Valley and South Central, thank you all for your devotion to ACA and
making this rally a success. Your guidance and talents were invaluable! I had a great time working with all of you and look
forward to the next time. Thank you all very much!
Thank you all for coming. We hope that you had a great time.
									Bob Carani
									

Shawnee Jamboree Rally Master
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Basic Concepts, Operation, and Maintenance of
The goal of this article is first to describe the basic principles of how our RV equipment works. I will briefly
explain how each component works, and relates to other components, and to the enjoyable operation of the
complete Motorhome. And touch briefly on maintenance, and troubleshooting. It is based on a lifetime of operating machinery, and 12 years’ experience with my 2006 American Tradition. I have tried to keep it generic, so
as to apply to most motor homes built in the last 15 years or so.
Nameplate data When first getting a new, or new to you RV, you
should copy and preserve the contents of all nameplates or posted
information documents.
This
would include the label on the
outside wall under the driver’s
side window, and the documents
posted on the inside wall beside
the driver’s seat, and the labels
posted in the back closet. The VIN
and FIN will often be needed, and
the other data will be convenient
when needed. Make a word file in
your computer.

240V vs 120V; 50A vs 30, 20, &
15A When we say we are plugged
into a 50-amp outlet, this is a misnomer, in that it should be specified as: “50-amps at 240-VAC”.
Using that much power at 120 VAC
would then equal 100 amps. This
is the exact same as what comes
into your stick house, namely 240
volts. If you measure between the
2 hot wires you will get 240 volts.
Then by putting a NEUTRAL wire
in the middle, you then have 120
volts from each hot wire to neutral. And each hot wire can supply
50 amps, for a total of 100 amps.
The 2 hot wires are called LINE
#1 and LINE #2 are usually black.
The neutral wire will be white.
And the 4th wire is a safety ground
which will be green, or bare copper. Note the neutral wire, and
the ground wire are tied together
in the shore-side junction box, and
20

will always be at 0 VAC (ground or
earth). They should never be tied
together in the RV, and the ground
should NEVER be used in place of
a neutral circuit connection. The
electronics in your coach will measure the line #1 to line #2 voltage.
If it sees 240 volts, it will know you
have 50-amp service, and set up
the controls accordingly. If it sees
0 volts it will know the power supply is 30 amps OR LESS.

30, 20 & 15-amp power supplies
are all the same 3-wire connection.
Namely: 1 hot wire (at 120 VAC), a
neutral wire, and a ground. Same
color scheme: hot is black, neutral is white, and ground is green
or bare copper. The plugs will be
different to protect from plugging
into the wrong type electricity.
And wire sizes may be reduced accordingly. This single hot wire of
the shore connection is split within the adaptor and connected to
both Line 1 and Line 2 to feed the
RV shore power cord and into the
RV. Also, the coach electronics has
no way to differentiate a 30-amp
supply from a 20-amp or 15-amp
service. You must manually select
the correct power supply. And in
all cases, you must be very careful
in how much power you switch on.

Please do not use the terms 110
V or 220 V. That is old, old, old.
If you plugged into a circuit with

only 110 VAC, our control systems
would have a fit and be on the
verge of shutting down because of
low voltage.

Electrical Control & Protection
System Our coaches have 2 primary systems for supplying 120
VAC to the coach, namely: shore
power, and the on board generator. The inverter also supplies 120
VAC, but that is internal and will
be discussed shortly. The shore
line and the generator lines are
brought into an inlet box that
serves a couple of functions. First,
with relays, it will select the proper lines to send on through to the
main circuit breaker panel in the
coach. The other function is to
protect the coach against any improper voltages, such as high or
low voltages, or surges that can
damage on board electronics.
Note that where I say “lines” I am
referring to Line #1 and Line #2.

Circuit Breaker Panel The 2 50amp lines next go to the main 50amp breaker of the main panel. As
this is 2 120 VAC wires, this is actually 2 50-amp circuit breakers tied
together. From this main circuit
breaker, the power is distributed
via smaller circuit breakers to the
various loads in the coach. These
smaller circuit breakers are separated as to one group being fed by

modern Motorhomes and American Coaches
Line #1, and the other fed by Line
#2. The loads are arranged so that
the normal loads are split between
the 2 circuits, and it can be seen
that each circuit has the capacity
of 50 amps. You should be familiar with the panel so as to be able
to identify which circuit, and what
equipment, is being fed by which
line. This panel will also contain
several circuit breakers coming
from the inverter, and may be
called the Inverter Sub-Panel. You
should be familiar with this to be
able to identify which circuits are
fed from the inverter.

Inverter/Charger (Inverter only)
The easiest way to visualize this
machine is to think of a 10:1 transformer. If you apply 120 v to the
primary (front end), you will get
12 V out the secondary (back end).
Or if you apply 12 V to the back
end, 120 V will come out the front
end. Of course there are circuits
in there that change AC to DC, or
vice-versa. Thus you can see that
you can never do both at the same
time. There are basically 3 circuits connected: 120 VAC from
the main panel, 12 VDC to or from
the house batteries, and 120 VAC
out to the inverter loads. On the
main circuit breaker panel, usually
Line #1, there is a 30-amp circuit
breaker labeled Charger, or inverter/charger, that feeds 120 VAC to
the inverter/charger. In that mode
the unit is a battery charger, and
provides 12 VDC (14+ actually)
to charge the house batteries. If
there is no 120 VAC, the unit becomes an inverter, and will take 12
VDC from the batteries, through a
300-amp fuse, to make 120 VAC

for the circuits on the inverter subpanel. And in this mode you are
limited to the rating of the inverter. A 3000-watt inverter equals 25
amps only. Total for both legs.

It is important to note that the
inverter circuits on the inverter
sub-panel are connected to the inverter/charger output only. When
120 VAC is available the inverter/
charger will be charging the batteries. However, through internal
relays, it will “Pass Through” 120
VAC to the inverter circuits on the
inverter sub-panel. There is a long
list of things included in this circuit,
so it becomes very easy to exceed
the rating of the 30-amp circuit
breaker feeding the inverter/charger. Or the 30-amp push button
circuit breaker on the side of the
inverter/charger. Be careful not to
overload this circuit. Battery Charger will be discussed below.

Batteries & charging First, please
keep in mind that our system is a
very simple system which uses a
basic controller to open and close
an even more basic relay.

Most of us have 2 separate banks
of batteries. The chassis (engine
start) batteries for starting and
running the engine. And the house
batteries for everything else. Including, in most cases the inverter
and generator.

1. The inverter/charger will
charge the house batteries only, when 120 VAC is
available from either shore
or the generator. Note the
generator does not charge
the batteries. It supplies
120 VAC to the inverter/
charger to charge the
house batteries; and
2. The engine alternator will
charge the engine batteries, only.

Note that in each of the above,
each charger will charge only one
set of batteries. In between the
battery banks is a controller which
will close a heavy duty (Big Boy)
relay when the battery bank being
charged reaches a predetermined
voltage, usually 13.3 V. This relay
uses heavy battery wires to directly connect the hot side of both battery banks together. If you watch,
this usually happens quite quickly
after charging starts, usually within a couple minutes, and both
banks of batteries will be tied together as one, and charged as one.
This relay will stay closed until the
(now single) battery bank drops to
about 12.8 V, when it opens. As
both chargers are set to maintain
a higher voltage, this relay should
almost never open, and all batteries should stay fully charged all the
time. (Forever.) If any of your batteries lose their charge, fixing the
problem is usually a lot easier than
adding more charging equipment.

Charging the batteries must be
looked at as coming from 2 different sources.
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Basic Concepts, Operation, and Maintenance of
And remember: Batteries are usually rated for 36 months, sometimes 48 months. Believe it. At
that point you have gotten your
money’s worth. After that you are
now on borrowed time.

Inverter/Charger (Charger only)
Although the Inverter/Charger
does the actual charging, this paragraph is about the Magnum Remote Controller, that controls the
charging for the house batteries.
Again, this is a simple 3 stage controller, where each stage is easy
to understand, with simple rules
to tell it what to do, and when to
switch to the next stage.

Stage 1, Bulk Charging. The first
command sent to the charger is to
run at maximum output in amps.
Depending on other settings, this
will be 50 – 100 amps.

Stage 1 to 2 switch: When the battery voltage reaches 14.3 volts, the
controller will switch to stage 2,
absorb charging.

Stage 2: Absorb charging: The
command here is to maintain a
constant 14.3 volts. This is accomplished by slowly reducing
the charging amps as required to
maintain 14.3 volts.

Stage 2 to 3 switch: This is a setting of minutes, or hours, that the
unit will remain in stage 2, Absorb
Charging. The setting (time) is dictated by your battery bank size.
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The bigger the battery bank, the
longer it will remain at 14.3 volts,
and can be 1 or more hours.

Stage 3: Float Charging: This is the
long term voltage that maintains
the batteries forever. There are
numerous settings for this voltage depending on your battery
type, usually in the 13.0 – 13.5 volt
range. PROBLEM: If your batteries
call for a float voltage in the lower
part of this range, this may not be
high enough to get the “Big Boy”
relay to close, and also charge the
engine batteries. Result: Dead engine batteries. This means that we
must ignore the battery type, and
set the float voltage high enough
to insure the BB relay closes properly, and stays closed. As seen
in above paragraph that is 13.3+
volts, so we must use the AGM2
setting, which produces 13.5 V
float voltage.

Hydraulic Systems Most of us
have three hydraulic systems:
1. The engine driven hydraulic pump for power steering, and in most cases, the
engine radiator cooling fan.
Charge air cooling, transmission oil cooling, and
dash air conditioning condenser may be in here also.
2. The hydraulic jacks in the
leveling system, and
3. The small hydraulic system
for the step cover in front
of the passenger seat. This
pump may also be used to
move the generator slide in
and out.

Air Systems By this, I am referring
to the compressed air system used
for the operation of the coach, and
driven by an engine mounted air
compressor. First and foremost is
the air service brakes. The traveling ride height is operated with
this air, as well as the air leveling
system when parked. With all this,
there are many valves and controllers that depend on good, clean,
dry air. If there is any moisture
whatsoever, these components
may cease to operate properly and
you will have a very bad day. Replacing the filter/dryer annually is
a must. You have drain valves under each air tank, with a lanyard
to drain off moisture. Actually if
you see a drop of moisture here, it
means something is wrong. Probably the filter/dryer needs to be
changed.

Also you may have noticed an air
outlet fitting in the bay under the
driver’s side window. It is put
there so that if the coach must
be towed, the tow truck can supply compressed air to release the
emergency spring brake. You can
also hook up an air hose to use
compressed air for such things as
pumping up a tire low on air. It
may not quite reach the high pressure needed for some front tires,
but will certainly be good enough
to allow you to drive to a better facility.

Brakes, Service and Engine When
talking about the coach brakes, we
must always specify which braking
system is being discussed. The service air brakes are operated by the
brake foot pedal, and works on all

modern Motorhomes and American Coaches
8 (or 6) wheels. The engine brake
can be one of several types, but all
will slow the engine and therefore
work only on the drive axle and it’s
4 wheels. Both type brakes turn on
the brake lights. And it is important to remember that the parking, or emergency brake works on
the drive axle only.

Ride height & Leveling Systems
Ride height is the height of the
coach when traveling, and levels the coach floor parallel to the
ground it is sitting on. It is air operated. The leveling system is used
when parked, to level the coach
parallel to the earth, and can be
done either with the hydraulic
jacks (preferred) or with air. If using the hydraulic leveling, it will
level the coach as low as possible.
(Very desirable.) If leveling with
air, it will level the coach at the previous height, probably ride height.
Which may be way too high for using the steps to enter or leave the
coach comfortably, but is fine for a
lunch stop when you don’t exit the
coach.

Tires Tires are one of the most
important things on the RV when it
comes to safety. They are the only
connection between the RV and
the ground, and holding the coach
on a specified track and speed.
And when you are piloting a 20+
ton vehicle down the road at 100
feet per second, you want the best
possible traction between the tires
and the road.

Michelin, and others, have written an excellent booklet about
tires. Rather than repeat all the
info about tire sizing, weighing,
air pressure, age, UV rays, and on
and on, I will refer you to their web
sites. Normally I don’t like sending you off to a web site, but unlike
most, this one is written so well,
and gives you exactly what you
need, that I highly recommend you
spend a half hour on line reading
this. And bookmark the site. It is
a super reference tool. It will also
explain the Tire Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS), which should
be on every vehicle on the road.
As well as explain how to determine exactly how much air pressure to use in each tire.
https://www.michelinb2b.com/
wps/b2bcontent/PDF/RV_Tires_
Brochure.pdf

It is commonly accepted that tires
have a good, useful life of 6-7 years.
After that you are pushing your
luck. Don’t do it. The lives of you,
your loved ones, and innocent bystanders may be at stake. And the
cost of repairs from a blowout can
easily exceed the cost of a new set
of tires, which of course will added
on top of the blowout repair costs.

Aqua-Hot, Hydro-Hot.
Many
(most?) of our coaches have an
Aqua-Hot (old name Hydro-Hot)
for providing hot water and heat
for the coach. It is simply a boiler
that heats boiler water to circulate through the coach for heating.
The boiler is heated with diesel
fuel from the main tank, or 120
VAC electricity, or the hot water of

the engine. The control panel in
the RV has 3 switches.
1) Diesel
2) Electric
3) Engine pre-heat. This is
not for using heat from the
engine to heat the boiler.
Normally electric is always left on
when he coach is in service. Depending on your model, electric
will be OK for 1 or 2 quick showers.
It will also give a modest amount
of heat for the coach in cooler
weather. For extended hot water
use, or colder weather, turn on the
diesel switch also. When traveling,
with all switches off, the engine
will automatically heat the boiler
and provide hot water, and heat
for the furnace, if desired. The engine pre-heat switch is only used
when the temperature gets to
near freezing, and you wish to preheat the engine before starting.
Use the diesel heat, along with the
engine pre-heat, and shut both off
after starting the engine.

There is a control panel near the
boiler, with many indicating lights.
Normally you never need to look
at this, but in the event of trouble,
is very handy to see what is, or is
not, happening. And if you have
had batteries disconnected, or low
voltage for some reason, the control board will shut off and show
the red light low voltage. There
is a recessed reset button for resetting. DO NOT use a paper clip
to do this. It may short out the
board, causing a $$$ repair. Use a
wooden or plastic toothpick.
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Basic Concepts, Operation, and Maintenance
of modern Motorhomes and American Coaches
Slide-outs Our coaches will have 2
to 4 slide outs, depending on year
and model. Most are driven by a
12 V electric motor with a gear box
and rack type drive. Most have a
brake mechanism on the motor.
Some have latches on the slide
box. They are released automatically when power is applied to the
motor, and set when power is removed. A 12 V motor will be much
happier if you first start the engine
to provide a higher voltage. Also
having the coach level will avoid
excessive loads moving the slide,
as in going uphill. Thus the basic
rule: Never move a slide, in or out,
until the engine is running and the
coach is level.

Fuses There are fuses all over the
RV. Big ones, little ones, and those
in-between. Make a concentrated
effort to document, and save, the
name, location, size, and type of
each. It is so much easier, 2 years
from now, to sit at your computer
and “search” for the suspected
blown fuse from your list, rather
than to rummage through every
door, bay, panel, and other wiring
bundles looking for a suspect fuse.

Towing Most of us will normally
tow a car, or trailer most of the
time. Before towing, be sure to
research (read the owner’s manual) to make sure the car is towable, and see how it must be done.
Some can only be towed with one
end or another down on the road,
using a dolly, and others may require a trailer for the car. And others, like mine, can only be towed
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with all 4 tires down, or with all
4 tires up on a trailer. Lights and
brakes are a must. Be careful with
the coach 7 pin outlet. It is nonstandard wiring, so store bought
adaptors will not work. The coach
owner’s manual gives a good description of the coach wiring. Also
be careful when installing the
brake set-up. You cannot use one
of the older style brake systems
that rely on the coach brake light
signal to activate the car brakes. If
you did, when going down a steep
hill using the engine brake, the car
brakes would go to 100% on, and
probably be damaged. And always
remember: Towing a car with the
normal tow bar means you cannot
back up.

Maintenance
It has been said
many times that the cost of the
best maintenance program will be
far less than the cost and inconvenience of breakdowns, and other
unexpected repairs caused by lack
of maintenance. Using a spreadsheet, set up your maintenance
program. Include part numbers
and what type, and how much oil
is required for each item. Then
follow the plan. I change all fluids
and filters annually, in the Spring.
Having the info available makes it
easy to inventory spares, buy all
required parts and fluids, and get
the job done. It also is a great help
in planning and budgeting for major items, such as tires and batteries. If you would like a sample (of
my) maintenance spreadsheet to
get started, or have any questions
or comments, send me an email:
davidtish@aol.com

Troubleshooting
This is an extremely hard subject to master. The very first thing you must
know is exactly how the machine
in question was operating when
it was running properly. Or how
the design engineer intended the
machine to operate. Without that,
you are lost to find symptoms of
something wrong, and what it
means. When you have a problem,
very carefully note all operating
conditions, good and bad. If you
seem to have multiple problems,
pick the easiest or most obvious to
start, and ignore the others for the
moment. It is amazing how often
after fixing the first problem, the
others will disappear. The initial
objective may be more to eliminate symptoms that have nothing
to do with the problem. This will
save a ton of wild goose chasing,
and hopefully show you a clearer
path to the solution. Friends may
offer a ton of suggestions, but try
to sort them out as to what might
help, and what is obviously not related to your specific symptoms.

Thanx,

Dave
Email: davidtish@aol.com

Southwest Florida's NEWEST
Class A Luxury Motorcoach
Resort Lots For Sale!
Located just ten miles off Interstate 75, minutes from
Punta Gorda and the Charlotte Harbor gateway to the Gulf of Mexico.
From the developer of Deer Creek Motorcoach Resort in
Galax, VA, Thornton Creek has spacious motorcoach lots
offering flexibility and endless opportunities to build your
dream motorcoach home. The resort features six lakes,
waterfront on the Peace River, adjoins an 18 hole golf course,
has trailer, boat and motorcycle storage with a spacious
Clubhouse and swimming pool in a tropical setting.

COME AND SEE WHAT ALL
THE EXCITEMENT IS ABOUT!
We want to see your American Coach!
Call us for a FREE 4 day 3 night stay!
Barry Poole: 919-724-1957
Laura Poole: 919-259-5547

*Coach must
be at least 34 feet in length.

When it comes to paint protection, nothing comes close to the performance you get from Diamond Shield. Thanks to
the comprehensive Diamond system, you can rest assured that you are protected by the very best. So don’t trust
your vehicle with anything less. Insist on the Diamond. Because after all, there is no substitute.
888.806.5862
DIAMOND-SHIELD.com
@DIAMONDSHIELDCO
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UPDATE
2018 Pueblo National Rally Update
Our plan to hold the 2018 National Rally in Pueblo Colorado,
“Celebrating America’s Birthday”, has been cancelled by the Board.
So how did we get here? Why?
After our National Rally in Shawnee, Oklahoma and the FMCA reunion in Indianapolis, Southwest Chapter President Fred
Sotelo, his wife Stella, my wife Sue and I began to head back west toward home. Along the way, we decided to stay a while
in Colorado and do a site visit at the Colorado State Fairgrounds in Pueblo, the planned venue.
The facility boasts 140 full hook up R.V. spaces along with two halls for our use. The understanding was that we would
practically have the run of the place and that a fireworks display, although not discharged on site, would be in full view of
our attendees. The website photographs are very nice.
Just prior to our arrival, which was not announced weeks in advance, we learned that the facility had booked a “horse
event” to officially start the weekend after our event.
On our arrival, we discovered the primary location for our attendees coach parking was a large asphalt lot commonly used
as the fairgrounds midway. This location is surrounded by 12 foot high block wall fencing and the R.V. utilities are along this
interior perimeter. Two thirds of the spaces are 22 feet wide and the remaining spaces we’re only marked off at 15 feet
wide. This would necessitate angled parking which reduced the number of spaces, labeled as 115, to really a number approaching 100.
The remaining interior asphalt area does have several 50 amp only plugs that initially would accommodate show coaches.
The area also would probably require one or preferably two large party tents with Cool Zone type cooling fans, the type
you see in warehouse applications or some sports venues.
There is a small number of additional R.V. sites along the interior main street of the facility that numbered about 20. These
too are full hook up, on the street surface spots. Half of which would be adjacent to the horse stables.
That brings us back to the post event horse show. We learned that those participants would be arriving several days prior
to their event, including their equine. I don’t want any member to have to put up with the attendant odors, traffic, etc.
The banquet halls that the facility dedicated for our use were located on property, but at a distance that would require
everyone to drive back and forth from our coaches.
In short, we could arrange for the premier pyrotechnic company to set off fireworks, have America’s best chef cater every
meal and have “A list” entertainment every night and I still believe each of us would have left the event disappointed.
I left speechless, which is quite something, if you know me at all.
We, the members of your National Board, all had the best of intentions for this event.
We are the American Coach Association. We are a discerning group of luxury motor home owners. Our members deserve
the best experiences possible at the best locations possible and frankly this venue would not have made that possible.
Am I disappointed? Yes. Heck, I was even planning on wearing an Uncle Sam costume on the 4th of July!
I immediately reported our findings to your board of directors and the solution was obvious to all. We have a good
team, and your board is actively scoping out alternative sites for 2018. We will have a more suitable location and
dates to follow.
Respectfully submitted,
Tony Ford
National President
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ACA
Here we are again, Terry and
Debbie, your cyberspace
host and hostess. :-)

We are in the heart of travel
season and things are busy
around here!
Seems RV
sales are continuing at or
near a record pace this year,
so let’s all go camping! Or
“glamping” as it’s called when
you’re in a luxury American
Coach motorhome. :-)

“Glamping” is great fun and
you can meet a lot of great
people from all over the country. However, every now and
then, as we all know, these
beautiful, luxurious homes
on wheels can sometimes
have a hiccup or two, spoiling the fun a bit. The good
news is, when that happens,
the American Coach Yahoo
Group comes to the rescue!
We are all here to help when
the “glamping” gets rough.

If you don’t know already,
the AC Yahoo Group is just
a group of AC Owners that
gather on the internet to
share information and help
fellow owners. No need to
know anybody in person, just
ask a question being sure to
sign your name and let others
know what year and model

GROUP

coach you have, and you’re
sure to get more than one
extremely helpful answer. If
you’re still feeling shy and
don’t want to talk, you can always search your question.
The forum has been around
since June of 2001, so you
can bet your question has
been asked at least once
throughout the past 16 years!

By the way, Happy sweet 16
AC Yahoo Group Members!!
You’ve helped build one of the
best, most civil, most helpful
forums on the internet. Debbie and I have thoroughly enjoyed every minute of hosting
the forum, and have especially enjoyed meeting forum
members from around the
country through the years.
Boy, time really does fly when
you’re having fun! :-)

We’ve currently grown to over
2800 members, so be assured, SOMEbody out there
has been there and will be
eager to help, as long as the
question is asked. So don’t
be shy! Come on in and enjoy the camaraderie, fellowship and friendship that is a
natural extension of “glamping” with friends.

Again, if you’re in the Denver
area this summer, we’ll be
at Transwest until the end of
October, so stop by and say
“hi!” Transwest is just North
of Denver off I-25 in Frederick, CO. We’re always happy
to see/meet forum members!
If you’re in for service, we
have a campground with 50
amp power, water and dump
available.

As you can see, there is
no downside to joining the
forum. No matter what year
coach you have, you’ll want
to join the fun! We invite
you to visit awhile and get to
know us and get a feel for
the benefits derived from our
forum. To get to the AC Yahoo site, go to the American
Coach Association web site
at http://www.myamericancoach.com and scroll down
to the bottom of the page.
Click on the “Yahoo” and
you’ll be taken to the group
site. Best of all, the price is
right – FREE – and I can just
about guarantee you won’t
regret it!
Debbie & Terry
‘06 Heritage
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Technical Tips #98©
By

Rob Lowe

Is it Time to Update Your RV ‘Peripherals’?
During a cross-country trip in which we “boondocked” (or dry camped) many nights, in addition to staying
at a selection of RV parks, I reflected upon the equipment we use while RVing. Like many, we transferred
our water hoses and fittings, specific waste fittings compatible with our brand of sewer hoses, barbeque
(grille) propane hoses and accessories, electric extension cords and adapters and tow bars along with the
related towing equipment as we moved from one RV to another. Over the years, we added new pieces,
both as replacements, as well as expanding our selection for the ever-increasing size and complexity of
our RV and towed vehicle.
When one takes this approach, some replacements are not exactly compatible with existing ones. As an
example, I prefer to use quick disconnect water fittings for all water connections. Starting with one hose
and two sets of fittings we expanded to four hoses of various lengths, tees, pressure regulator, anti-siphon
fittings, splitters and their associated connectors. We have a dedicated hose for the RV’s waste tank flush
system and a short hose used when the water connection is very close to the RV. Longer ones are used in
parks where the water tap is a distance away from the RV. Duplicate this for the electrical, waste and LP
(propane) systems and we have accumulated a lot of pieces and parts.
Earlier this year, we occasionally noticed the faint smell of LP wafting around the
outside of our RV. (I check the onboard system for leaks each year, something I
highly recommend.) We checked all LP hose fittings for integrity and did not find
loose or leaking connections. With the smell of propane persisting, I tested the hose
to hose connections and the hose to fitting connections using a leak detection spray.
Finally, I found the source of the leak: The hose fittings that were simply clamped with
a factory installed 3/8” (1.0 cm) band of copper crimped over the hose to retain the
fittings (See Photo). LP was leaking at the ‘connector to hose’ junction. A trip to the
LP supplier to buy new hoses resulted in a discussion with the LP supplier. I
discovered that all newer hoses have a specially
designed ‘surround the hose’ crimp that is ¾ inches
(2 cm) long. (See Photo) This provides a much more secure and durable
connection to the hose fitting. The supplier confirmed that our hoses were
still very safe and that all fittings could be replaced on the existing hoses
with the new crimped clamps. Doing that eliminated all hose leaks. We
still noticed the occasional smell of LP on a still night, when not using the
grille connection. I checked all tank fittings with the leak detection solution
and discovered that the LP ‘Tee’ connection (see photo) installed between
the regulator and the tank valve was leaking internally. This ‘Tee’ allows
high pressure LP to be fed through the hose to the BBQ grille using the
RV’s onboard tank rather than the small replaceable portable tanks. There
was a leak inside that ‘Tee’ that allowed LP to seep by the internal seal
even with the cap installed. I replaced that fitting, which had seen service
on two prior RV’s and had been transferred to our current coach. It was
simply getting old.
Over the years I’ve replaced and upgraded our waste hoses, ensuring each new selection matched with
the system that I’ve been using. Regular inspection of these hoses is necessary to ensure that there is no
leakage from the RV to the dump connection. We’ve also learned that less is more. While we tended to
have longer hoses ‘just in case’ the connection is a long distance from the RV, I’ve learned that it is such a
rare event that having just two 10-foot (3m) lengths of hose length is usually all that is required. Deciding
to do with that length, which get routinely used and replaced greatly reduces the failure rate.
So, what about the freshwater hoses? We have three hoses: a short 10-foot (3m), an 18-foot (5.5m) and a
25-foot (7.6m). This selection allows connection at most campgrounds. These hoses are long enough to
reach the roof when required. (I do not use hoses to wash our coach.) I prefer to use quick connections on
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each hose and I’ve added them at various times over the years. Unfortunately, not all were the same style
to match the existing connectors. Wear played a factor as well, resulting in dripping connections. The
result was that I had a mixture of old and older mismatched fittings that were leaking and a pain to use
‘quickly’. I purchased one style of quality connectors, built a system that is consistent, installing each with
new washers. That resulted in a superb, leak free, quick to connect and disconnect water supply system.
Improvements in the fittings allow disconnection under pressure without leaking, which was an additional
bonus.
Critical electrical adapters and cords also wear from lots of use. The difference
is that rather than a fluid or gas leak, an electrical ‘leak’ shows up as heat,
intermittent operation, or an electrical problem. The molded cord ends are
subject to failure at the cord to connector junction which can generate heat as
the internal connection slowly fails. Often, we are fooled by the look of the
connection since we cannot see the actual power carrying wire. Fortunately,
with each new RV, a new line cord is supplied. When the metal tabs show
discoloration, they demonstrate excess heat build-up from a poor connection.
See the brass terminal, now copper colored (arrow) in photo. Fifty (50) to Thirty
(30) Amp dog-bone or simple plug-in adaptors are also prone to failure. Buying
a name brand adaptor- with heavy gauge wire and good quality insulation- will payback in longevity and
dependability; however eventually- even it will need to be replaced.
When hooking-up to a park pedestal, I recommend using the Fifty (50) amp cord most larger RV’s come
equipped with, as much as possible, adapting it, if necessary. This will allow better current flow to the RV
with just the short, smaller wire gauge adapter being the weakest link. This contrasts to the approach I’ve
seen where many RVers prefer to use an easier to manipulate, Thirty (30) Amp extension cord and an
adapter on the end of the Fifty (50) Amp RV cord stored in the compartment.
This approach extends the amount of wire through which the power must travel, increasing the potential
for damaging heat when large power consuming appliances, such as air conditioners are used
extensively. Using the larger cord with its larger gauge wire combined with the single adapter shortens the
distance that power travels. While not used as often, Cable TV wiring also wears and should be inspected
regularly, if signal loss is apparent.
The last area to look at, is the towing system. It is surprising to me how often I see a 10,000lb (4,536 kg)
tow bar mated with a pair of 5,000lb (2,268kg) safety cables towing a SUV or pickup truck. When I see this
situation, I know that the towbar is many years old, since all major towing companies include safety cables
matching the towbar capacity for many years. How worn is the towbar? Is there evidence of metal fatigue
or failure? Are the extendible shafts below tolerances? How many miles has it been used to tow? The
industry recommends replacing a towbar after five (5) years. While this may seem to be a generalization,
we’d all agree that use does result in wear and having the towing system evaluated for safety, especially
when a replacement tow vehicle is put into service, is a wise approach.
Likewise, I look at the wiring connectors and extension cable. If it is a straight cable (not coiled) and has a
four-wire connector then it should be upgraded. While running lights, signal and brakes only require four
wires, today all coaches are equipped with a seven-pin blade connector and the quality of the adapters,
and connections of a six-pin extension cable and its matching connectors make the electrical connections
far more dependable, in addition to providing a couple of additional wires for charge lines, and braking
systems that were never part of the picture when the original four wire connectors were implemented more
than twenty-five (25) years ago.
So how about you? When was the last time you examined all of the peripheral equipment that goes along
with your RV? Are you making do? Do the hoses or connections leak, are the electrical connections worn,
has the tow system seen its best days? Stop and seriously look at all systems for safety and integrity. As
the saying goes: ‘A chain is only as good as its weakest link”. How is your chain?

For past issues of Technical Tips go to the RV-Parts Plus Website at
www.RV-PartsPlus.com and click on Tech Tips or follow our Blog also on our website.
Tech Tips appear online prior to being printed.
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Rolling Recipes
Please send your shared recipes to Bev at bbpetty@cox.net

On our circuitous route to Shawnee (a 6,000+ mile trip from Southern California to
Quantico, VA and then to Oklahoma) Ben and I were lucky enough to find out our good
MAC Pack friends Kent & Phyllis Ingram and Bob & Marvalee Downey had time in
the busy schedule to see us. So from Quantico…since we were so close (wink wink) to
South Carolina, we altered our route and spent 3 days with these fun couples in New
Holland and Aiken, South Carolina. Phyllis made this exceptional dip and we enjoyed it
with adult beverages on a beautiful, balmy South Carolina evening. This dip is pictured
with this article and I would highly recommend it.
Once home, I received a sweet email from Candy Duncan from the South Central Chapter, which included an appetizer
she has made that has also received rave reviews. Since “happy hours” are a main fixture at our rallies, I thought I would
include both recipes and give you plenty of options for your next rally!

CORN/BEAN SALSA
2 pints fresh salsa
1 can black beans (rinsed and drained)
1 can white shoe peg corn (drained)

Mix all ingredients together, refrigerate, and serve with scoop tortilla chips.

VEGGIE BARS
1 tube crescent rolls
1 – 8 oz. package cream cheese
1 – 1oz. package Ranch Dressing mix
1 cup Mayonnaise
Your choice of raw carrots, celery, broccoli, cauliflower, red onion, red bell pepper, green bell pepper
Press out crescent rolls flat on a cookie sheet. Bake 10 minutes at 350 and then cool. Mix cream cheese, ranch
dressing mix, and mayo together until smooth. Spread mixture on top of cool dough. Chop veggies fairly fine and
sprinkle on top. Refrigerate. When cooled, cut into bars. Enjoy!
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For further information visit our website
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[ Upcoming Rally Details ]
Northeast Chapter
September 14-18
Hickory Hill Family Camping, Bath, NY
Details to be available shortly- for more
information, call Claudia Rutherford,
(267) 228-6143. Check out the park:
http://www.hickoryhillcampresort.com/
South Central
September 19-22
River View RV Park, Vidalia, LA
Your rally hosts are Gene and Jackie
Anderson. Please make a check for the
rally fee of $30 and mail to Jackie. Follow this link for complete details: http://
www.aca-scc.com/rallies&stuff.htm
River View RV park is an ideally located
park with a 2-mile lighted river walk that
overlooks the legendary Mississippi River
and the bluffs of historic Natchez across
the way.
Great Lakes Chapter
September 20-24
South Haven, Michigan
Besides the beautiful Sunnybrook RV Resort, South Haven is home to blueberries,
lighthouses and white sand beaches. It’s
right on Lake Michigan, but you’d almost
swear it was the ocean. Other attractions include the Michigan Maritime
Museum campus, two casinos and about
25 wineries. We have a very limited
number of sites for this fun rally hosted
by Bob & Kathy Carani and Jerry & Jennifer Goergen. Contact Bev DeAngelis
513-235-7900 for information. http://
www.sunnybrookrvresort.com/
MacPack Chapter
September 25-29
Charleston, SC
Come join MacPack and friends for a
fall rally in beautiful Charleston SC. The
rally is scheduled for September 25-29
at the James Island Campground.  Unfortunately, they will only be able to 15-20
coaches at that time.  Sites are $49.25
for seasoned adults, and $56.45 for you
young whippersnappers. Age does have
its privileges. Attendees should make
their reservations directly with the campground (843-795-4386).  The following
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information is needed when making a
reservation:
Contract number: 233315 - Event: MacPack - Wagonmaster: Trim Sawtelle
They will require a one night deposit and
will then be assigned their site.  
Click here https://ccprc.com/DocumentCenter/View/80 to see a picture of the
campground.   The campground has
three walking/bicycle riding trails, an
activity center, a Huge dog park with a
beach and access to part of the lake and
several other amenities. There is a $50
per coach rally fee payable to MacPack
Treasurer. Once you have reserved your
site please send your check covering the
rally fee to:
Annette Hatfield
3110 Elmwood Drive
Edgewood, KY. 41017
Clam Bake on the Oregon Coast
October 15-19
NorCal/Norwest Chapter
Winchester Bay RV Park – Winchester
Bay, OR – Whether you are from the
Oregon Coast, the Atlantic Seaboard,
or somewhere in between, lighthouses
can be fascinating places to visit! The
peek into yesteryears they provide us,
the view of the vast oceans they protect,
give our senses a run for their money,
and uplift our spirits. There are many
lighthouses within a short distance of the
park and many other visitor attractions
nearby as well. Contact Glenn Caldwell
at 209-559-5727 for more details- or go
online to www.myamericancoach.com
for registration and event information.
Chula Vista Rally
Nov 2-5
SoCal Chapter
Details to this event are not available at
press time. However, they will be posted
to the websites as soon as they are. This
RV park is one of the most beautiful in
the state- and there’s a ton to do nearbysave the dates and plan to attend!

Return to the Keys 2017
November 9- 13, 2017
Sunshine Key RV Resort & Marina
http://www.thousandtrails.com/florida/
sunshine-key-rv-resort-marina/
November is a wonderful time to go to
the Keys, the summer crowds are gone
and the snow birds are not there yet.
Register and be eligible for four early
(pre-rally) days and four late (post rally)
days at a remarkably low rally rate.
Registration form available at www.
myamericancoach.com .
SEACA Annual Christmas Rally
November 30 - December 4, 2017
Sun N Fun, Sarasota, FL
http://www.carefreervresorts.com/rvparks/florida/sun-n-fun/
Southeast returns to the award-winning
Sun ‘N Fun RV Resort for this popular
annual event. This successful rally has
continued to grow each year! Registration form available at available at www.
myamericancoach.com and www.
southeastaca.net
7th Annual Eastern Regional Rally
January 12 – 16, 2018
Lazydays, Seffner, FL
Southeast hosts the 7th Annual Eastern
Regional Rally. This popular rally will be
held the week before the nearby Florida
RV Supershow. Rally includes four nights
at Lazydays RV Campground, catered
meals and entertainment. Please note
that this rally requires no “up front” payment, no payment before October. The
registration form and tentative agenda
are available at www.myamericancoach.
com and www.southeastaca.net Hosts
are: Terry & Belinda Moorefield, Wendy
Gaynor, Dave & Ann Laudick and Grover
& Mary Ann Felch
SEACA attends the
Florida RV Supershow
January 16 – 21, 2018
http://www.frvta.org/show/florida-rvsupershow/
A great adventure for Southeast! This
rally received a lot of positive feedback
in January 2017. We will camp together

[ Rally Schedule ]
DATE

LOCATION

CHAPTER

Sep 14-18

Hickory Hill Family Camping - Bath, NY

North East Fall Rally - more info:
Claudia Rutherford - 267-228-6143

Sep 19-22

River View RV Park - Vidalia, LA

South Central - Hosts are:
Gene & Jackie Anderson

Sep 20-24

Sunnybrook RV Resort - South Haven, MI

Great Lakes Chapter

Sep 25-29

James Island Campground - Charleston, SC

Mac Pack Chapter

Oct 15-19

Winchester Bay RV Park

Clam Bake on the Oregon Coast
NorCal/Norwest

Nov 2-5

Chula Vista RV Park - Chula Vista, CA

SoCal Chapter

Nov 9-13

Sunshine Key RV Resort - Florida Keys

Eastern Regional Rally Sunshine Key - Sponsored by
Northeast Chapter

Nov 30- Dec 4

Annual Christmas Rally Sun N Fun
RV Resort - Sarasota, FL

Southeast Chapter - Hosts are: Terry
& Belinda Moorefield, Wendy Gaynor,
Dave & Ann Laudick and Grover &
Mary Ann Felch

Jan 12-16

Lazydays RV Resort, Tampa, FL

Eastern Regional Rally - Sponsored
by: Southeast Chapter

Jan 16-21

Florida RV Supershow Rally Florida State Fairgrounds

Southeast Chapter - more info:
Ray Shea 570 772 0640

Feb 4-7, or 8 or 9?

Southeast Adventure at Fort Wilderness Lake Buena Vista, FL

Southeast Chapter

April 5-9

Spring Rally @ Compass RV Park St. Augustine, FL

Southeast Chapter- register online
www.southeastaca.net

2018 RALLIES:

at the fairgrounds and attend the RV
Supershow. Registration may be available in August, last year this rally sold
out in less than two months! Please
check your newsletters and the Florida
Recreational Vehicle Trade Association
website for availability http://www.frvta.
org/show/florida-rv-supershow/ or call
813 741 0488
Southeast adventure at Fort Wilderness
February 4 – 7 or 8 or 9, 2018
https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/
resorts/campsites-at-fort-wildernessresort/
Our adventure starts with a social hour
on the 4th, and our sites are blocked till
the 9th, reserve as many days as you

would like. A truly different adventure
that has been talked about for years!
Windsor and Pamela Anderson are
coordinating a Southeast gathering at
Disney. This is an ala carte gathering
as meals and park admissions are not
included. Expect the cost to be about
$104 (plus tax) a night for your site.
Reservations can be made by calling
Hilda Neal (302 598 8892), tell her you
are with Southeast Chapter of the ACA.
Hilda will collect one night’s deposit to
hold your reservation and will do her
best to keep us together. If you want to
visit parks, Hilda can also arrange for
your park admission. If you do not want
to visit the theme parks, there is still a lot
to do! This event is a work in progress!

Southeast Spring Rally at St. Augustine
April 5 – 9, 2018
Compass RV Park
www.compassrvpark.com/
The park is located in the immediate
proximity to historic St. Augustine, the
beaches, and Interstate 95. Once you
settle in at Compass RV Park, you can really relax. There is no need to even drive
into town, since there is a complimentary
shuttle service to and from the Old Town
Trolley and the campground with the
purchase of a trolley ticket. Registration
form available at www.southeastaca.net
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[ Chapter Membership Chairs ]
• Northeast

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New York, Massachusetts,
Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware & Maryland
Bob Hershman, Membership Chair
2415 Continental Dr.
Warrington, PA 18976
215-343-2448 • cell 215-852-6878
Bhershman@myamericancoach.com
$8.00 Initiation Fee
$12.00 Annual Dues-less $1.00 prorated per month after July

• Mac Pack

Kentucky, West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina & Tennessee
Annette Hatfield, Membership Chair
3110 Elmwood Dr.
Edgewood, KY 41017
859-468-6130
ahatfield@myamericancoach.com
$8.00 Initiation Fee
$12.00 Annual Dues, due July 1

• Southeast

Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia & Florida
www.southeastaca.net
Yvonne Brim, Membership Chair
12841 47th Place
Wellborn, FL 32094
386-362-9586
Ybrim@myamericancoach.com
$8.00 Initiation Fee
$12.00 Annual Dues

• Great Lakes

Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio,
Michigan & Southern Ontario, Canada
Diane DeMille, Membership Chair
731 N. Williams Dr.
Palatine, IL 60074
847-344-7798
ddemille@myamericancoach.com
$10.00 Annual Dues, due by July 1
$5.00 after January 1

• Missouri Valley

North Dakota, South Dakota, Kansas,
Nebraska, Iowa & Missouri
Barbara Weeks, Membership Chair
2165 Grassy Branch Rd.
Sevierville, TN 37876
865-621-3015
bweeks@myamericancoach.com
$15.00 Annual Dues due by July 1
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• South Central Chapter:

Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma & Texas
www.aca-scc.com
Robin Fagala, Membership Chair
103 S. 68th Street
Broken Arrow, OK 74014
cell 918-521-2658
rfagala@myamericancoach.com
$12.00 Initiation Fee
$12.00 Annual Dues less $1.00 prorated per month after January

• Southwest

Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Southern Nevada and Utah
www.acasw.com
Sue Ford, Membership Chair
5531 Kings Row Court
Las Vegas, NV 89148
702-540-0319
sford@myamericancoach.com
$8.00 Initiation Fee
$12.00 Annual Dues less $1.00 prorated per month after July

• Southern California

Southern California
www.socalaca.com
Brianne Brissette, Membership Chair
29668 Nicholson Court
Highland, CA 92346
909-721-0921
bbrissette@myamericancoach.com
$5.00 Initiation Fee • $15.00 Annual Dues, due June

• NorCal/NorWest

Northern California, Northern Nevada and
Oregon, Washington, Montana, Idaho,
Wyoming, Alaska,British Columbia,
Alberta & Saskatchewan
www.norcalaca.com
Rhonda Dieter, Membership Chair
PO Box 592
Clio, CA 96106
530-836-1632
rdieter@myamericancoach.com
$5.00 Initiation Fee
$15.00 Annual Dues less $1.25 prorated per month after July

• Happy Wanderers

All 50 States Plus Canada
Candy Diggins, Membership Chair
5212 Theys Road
Raleigh, NC 27606
919-345-3803
cdiggins@myamericancoach.com
NONE Initiation Fee
$15.00 Annual Dues
Annual dues renewal date: January 1

Jan Thompson,
ACA Membership Services
membership@myamericancoach.com
(501) 858-9564 • (727) 364-5327

[ Membership Services ]

We are proud and excited to welcome the following new members to the Association since our last magazine issue. We have had 22 new member families join in
on the fun and friendship of our group. Loads of upcoming rallies are sure to get them
into the fold, meeting new people and making new friends. If there is ever anything that
membership services can do for you, please do not hesitate to ask…. We’re listening for
you on email…. text…. and the membership services hotline at:
membership@myamericancoach.com - Text: 727-364-5327 and Phone: 501-858-9564.
Our new members are:
Bill Buck Chevrolet Inc., Cynthia Hopkins, Brian Surian, Warren Sanofsky, Christine
Gibson, James Dinkel, Billy & Sally Wood, Rex & Val Ann Theile, Todd & Kimberly
Wright, Danny & Heather Jenkins, Clair Sceli, Wayne & Di’Ane Cook, Dave & Donna
Maier, Foreign Affairs LLC, Wayne & Yvonne Washburn, Bruno & Jean Borin, Craig
Dewhurst, David Robinson, Larry Godwin, Crystal Henderson, Stephen Robins, John &
Judy Forster, George & Cheryl Fredrichs
For rally dates, details and many registrations and information about upcoming rallies,
venture out to: www.myamericancoach.com Sincerely, Janice Thompson, Membership Services• Credit Card Services •
You can join or pay your annual
dues with a Master Card or Visa on
the ACA Web site*. We’ve taken precautions to ensure it’s safe and no
one will have access to your credit
card information.
• Membership Roster/By-Laws •
Membership Roster & By-Laws can
be viewed and downloaded from the
ACA Web site*. Please note we no
longer mail out either unless one is
requested by mail or e-mail.

• Change Phone or Address •
Change and/or view your personal
membership information on the ACA
Web site*

• Free Web Site Advertising •
Members can place a classified
“coach for sale” advertisement
on the ACA Web site.
Best of all, it’s FREE!
• Membership Badges •
New members receive their
Membership Badge(s) - they are
FREE - with their New Member
Welcome Letter. Existing members
who wish replacement badges must
order them directly from McBee’s see below.

All ACA mailings, including the
ACA Across America Magazine, are
mailed to the address listed in the
ACA Roster data base.
If you don’t have a computer (or
hate to use one) just call or mail
us and we’ll make any necessary
changes or corrections for you.

* Type in www.myamericancoach.com - on the home page, click on Membership Login and follow prompts.

Need Swingers, Badges or Ovals?
It’s easy: Mail your order along with an enclosed check (US $), including your correct ACA Membership Number, to the following:
McBee’s • 909-336-2325 • PO Box 660, Lake Arrowhead, CA 92352
• Swingers @ $3.00 each • Badges @ 10.00 each • Ovals @ $20.00 each - Prices include shipping and sales tax.
Questions? send e-mail to mcbeesengraving@hotmail.com
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[ Membership Form ]
New Membership Application & Dues Renewal Form
Please complete this form and mail (with check in US dollars) to the ACA Membership Services address listed below
When enclosing a check with this form, please fill in the following information:
Select one: o Current ACA member # _______ o Reactivating membership/previous ACA # _______ o Applying for new membership
o New or reactivated membership - $55 first year only ($45 annual dues plus $10 initiation fee)
o Annual renewal dues - $45 yearly
o Number or years renewal (select one): o One o Two
o Total of your enclosed check $ _______ (US dollars please) Check number _______ Date mailed _______
Please type or print clearly. NOTE: If you are a New Member, the National Directory & your ACA badge will be exactly as listed.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Owner’s name:
first (if you prefer a nickname, use that)
last
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Co-Owner’s name:
first (if you prefer a nickname, use that)
last
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing info:
address & street name
city
state
zip
U.S. or Canada
(_______)_______-__________________(_______)_______-________________________________________________________
Phone: home
cell
E-mail address
I/we own: o Heritage/year _____ o Eagle/year _____ o Dream/year _____ o Tradition/year _____
o Allegiance/year _____ o Limited/year _____ o Revolution/year _____
I/we belong to the following local chapter(s): o Great Lakes o Happy Wanderers o MacPack o Missouri Valley o NorCal/NorWest
o Northeast o Southern California o South Central o Southeast o Southwest

• • • American Coach Association • • •
PO Box 2428 #24502 • Pensacola, FL 32513

If you need to correspond with the Membership Services office directly,
you can reach them at 501-858-9564 or send Email to membership@myamericancoach.com

cut & mail separately

USE For Local Chapter Membership Application ONLY *
I understand that I may join as many local chapters as I please but that I must be a member in good standing in
the National American Coach Association in order to join a local chapter - my membership number is: #____________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Owner’s name:
first (if you prefer a nickname, use that)
last
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Co-Owner’s name:
first (if you prefer a nickname, use that)
last
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing info:
address & street name
city
state
zip
U.S. or Canada
(_______)_______-__________________(_______)_______-________________________________________________________
Phone: home
cell
E-mail address
See Directory & Dues page for a listing of chapters, states they cover, dues & initiation fees and key contacts.
Indicate the chapter(s) that you wish to join by checking the appropriate box(es)
o Great Lakes o Happy Wanderers o MacPack o Missouri Valley o NorCal/NorWest
o Northeast o Southern California o South Central o Southeast o Southwest
Total of the enclosed check (see chapter requirements): $_____ Check number _____ Date mailed _____
Send
this
completed
form, along with a check in the correct amount for initiation fees and first year’s dues
*
(US dollar please) and mail it to the appropriate chapter contact as listed on Directory & Dues page of this Magazine.
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Night Privacy
Shades
Day Shades

Day/Night Shades

Roller shades power
or manual for cockpit
or house.

• Furniture
• Upholstery
• Cabinetry

Flooring

Stressless chairs
and more!

4 Sunshine Boulevard
• Electronics • Flooring Ormond Beach, FL 32174
1-800-971-0017
• Ceilings
• Awnings
classiccoachworks.com
• Windows

Flatpanel LCD TV

Household Refrigerators

